Foreign Affairs
Volume 91, Issue 1, Jan. /Feb. 2012
1. Title: Balancing the East, Upgrading the West: U.S. Grand Strategy in an Age of Upheaval
Authors: Zbigniew Brzezinski
Abstract: The US' central challenge over the next several decades is to revitalize itself, while promoting a larger West and buttressing a complex balance in the East that can accommodate China's rising global status. A successful US effort to enlarge the West, making it the world's most stable and democratic zone, would seek to combine power with principle. A cooperative larger West-extending from North America and Europe through Eurasia (by eventually embracing Russia and Turkey), all the way to Japan and South Korea-would enhance the appeal of the West's core principles for other cultures, thus encouraging the gradual emergence of a universal democratic political culture. At the same time, the US should continue to engage cooperatively in the economically dynamic but also potentially conflicted East. If the US and China can accommodate each other on a broad range of issues, the prospects for stability in Asia will be greatly increased.

2. Title: Both Sides of the COIN: Defining War After Afghanistan
Authors: Christopher Sims, Fernando Luján, Bing West
Abstract: In his analysis of the shortcomings of the US-led war in Afghanistan, Bing West offers a compelling assessment that, as he writes, "counterinsurgency as nation building became a Sisyphean mission". For starters, West argues that Western handouts have led to a culture of entitlement in Afghanistan, which, in turn, has bred opportunism rather than patriotism or a desire for self-improvement. This is a real concern: in 2010, foreign aid was equivalent to approximately 90% of Afghanistan' total GDP. To show the granular extent of such a culture of largess, West quotes a Danish soldier in the movie Armadillo encouraging his fellow soldiers to "give food to the children as a sign of goodwill." These handouts generate a sense of entitlement, and as West observes, the soldiers are soon "inundated with entreaties for money day after day." It is impossible to predict how the situation in Afghanistan will unfold, given that the outcome depends on Afghans.

3. Title: Can the Center Hold? Understanding Israel's Pragmatic Majority
Authors: Yossi Klein Halevi
Abstract: A majority of Israelis -- around 70%, according to a recent poll by the Truman Institute for the Advancement of Peace, in Jerusalem -- support a two-state solution. Centrist Israelis endorse Krebs' argument that the occupation is an existential threat to the Jewish state. They understand that ending it would ease the demographic challenge to Israel's Jewish majority and allow Israel to retain both its Jewish and its democratic identities. A two-state solution would also deflate the growing international movement to delegitimize not only the occupation but also the existence of Israel itself. Centrist Israelis see pa President Mahmoud Abbas as merely a tactical moderate who opposes terrorism only because it has harmed the Palestinian cause. They base their suspicions on speeches such as his address to the UN General Assembly last September, when Abbas condemned "63 years" of Israeli occupation -- implicating the founding of Israel in 1948, not just the occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, which began in 1967.

4. Title: Talking Tough to Pakistan: How to End Islamabad's Defiance

Authors: Stephen D Krasner
Abstract: On Sep 22, 2011, Admiral Mike Mullen, then chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, made his last official appearance before the Senate Armed Services Committee. In his speech, he bluntly criticized Pakistan, telling the committee that extremist organizations serving as proxies for the government of Pakistan are attacking Afghan troops and civilians as well as US soldiers. In 2011 alone, Mullen continued, the network had been responsible for a June attack on the Intercontinental Hotel in Kabul, a September truck-bomb attack in Wardak Province that wounded 77 US soldiers, and a September attack on the US embassy in Kabul. These observations did not, however, lead Mullen to the obvious conclusion that Pakistan should be treated as a hostile power. Mullen's testimony, for all the attention it received, did not signify a new US strategy toward Pakistan. For decades, the US has sought to buy Pakistani cooperation with aid: $20 billion worth since September 11 alone.

5. Title: The Democratic Malaise: Globalization and the Threat to the West

Authors: Charles A Kupchan
Abstract: A crisis of governability has engulfed the world's most advanced democracies. It is no accident that the US, Europe, and Japan are simultaneously experiencing political breakdown; globalization is producing a widening gap between what electorates are asking of their governments and what those governments are able to deliver. The mismatch between the growing demand for good governance and its shrinking supply is one of the gravest challenges facing the Western world today. Voters in industrialized democracies are looking to their governments to respond to the decline in living standards and the growing inequality resulting from unprecedented global flows of goods, services, and capital. This crisis of governability within the Western world comes at a particularly inopportune moment. Globalization was supposed to have played to the advantage of liberal societies, which were presumably best suited to capitalize on the fast and fluid nature of the global marketplace.

6. Title: The Failure of the Euro: The Little Currency That Couldn't

Authors: Martin Feldstein
Abstract: The euro should now be recognized as an experiment that failed. This failure, which has come after just over a dozen years since the euro was introduced, in 1999, was not an accident or the result of bureaucratic mismanagement but rather the inevitable consequence of imposing a single currency on a very heterogeneous group of countries. The adverse economic consequences of the euro include the sovereign debt crises in several European countries, the fragile condition of major European banks, high levels of unemployment across the eurozone, and the large trade deficits that now plague most eurozone countries. The political goal of creating a harmonious Europe has also failed. France and Germany have dictated painful austerity measures in Greece and Italy as a condition of their financial help, and Paris and Berlin have clashed over the role of the European Central Bank and over how the burden of financial assistance will be shared.

7. Title: The Future of History: Can Liberal Democracy Survive the Decline of the Middle Class?
Authors: Francis Fukuyama
Abstract: Something strange is going on in the world today. The global financial crisis that began in 2008 and the ongoing crisis of the euro are both products of the model of lightly regulated financial capitalism that emerged over the past three decades. Yet despite widespread anger at Wall Street bailouts, there has been no great upsurge of left-wing American populism in response. It is conceivable that the Occupy Wall Street movement will gain traction, but the most dynamic recent populist movement to date has been the right- wing Tea Party, whose main target is the regulatory state that seeks to protect ordinary people from financial speculators. Something similar is true in Europe as well, where the left is anemic and right-wing populist parties are on the move is good for intellectual debate just as it is for economic activity. Serious intellectual debate is urgently needed, since the current form of globalized capitalism is eroding the middle-class social base on which liberal democracy rests.

8. Title: The Future of the Yuan: China's Struggle to Internationalize Its Currency

Authors: Sebastian Mallaby, Olin Wethington
Abstract: According to a growing chorus of pundits and economists, China -- already the world's most prolific exporter, largest sovereign creditor, and second-largest economy -- will someday soon provide the world's reserve currency. According to this view, just as the dollar dethroned the British pound in the interwar years, so the yuan will soon displace the dollar, striking a blow to US interests. As the economist Arvind Subramanian recently wrote, the yuan could become the premier reserve currency by the end of this decade, or early next decade. This view has gained traction as Chinese leaders have launched a concerted effort to internationalize the yuan. During the G-20 summit in November 2008, at the height of the financial crisis, Chinese president Hu Jintao called for "a new international financial order that is fair, just, inclusive, and orderly." Beijing soon began to encourage the use of its currency in international trade, swap arrangements between central banks, and bank deposits and bond issuances in Hong Kong.

9. Title: The Great China Debate: Will Beijing Rule the World?

Authors: Derek Scissors, Arvind Subramanian.
Abstract: Arvind Subramanian claims that China will unquestionably replace the US as the dominant global power in the next two decades. He is right that if the US economy continues on its current trajectory, the US will not be able to maintain its position of global leadership. But he is far too bullish on China. Subramanian overlooks Chinese policies that will complicate the country's economic rise and ignores the possibility that Chinese growth will simply stop. And he uses a definition of "dominance" that bears little resemblance to the US-style preeminence he sees China assuming. He cites the ability of Beijing to convince African countries to recognize it instead of Taipei, but outmuscling Taiwan diplomatically is hardly a sign of global leadership. He sees the ease with which China undervalues the yuan by pegging it to the dollar as proof of the country's strength, but hiding behind a foreign currency is not a sign of economic might.

10. Title: Time to Attack Iran: Why a Strike Is the Least Bad Option

Authors: Matthew Kroenig
Abstract: In early October, US officials accused Iranian operatives of planning to assassinate Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the US on American soil. Iran denied the charges, but the episode has already managed to increase tensions between Washington and Tehran. Although the Obama administration has not publicly threatened to retaliate with military force, the allegations have underscored the real and growing risk that the two sides could go to war sometime soon -- particularly over Iran's advancing nuclear program. For several years now, starting long before this episode, American pundits and policymakers have been debating whether the US should attack Iran and attempt to eliminate its nuclear facilities. Proponents of a strike have argued that the only thing worse than military action against Iran would be an Iran armed with nuclear weapons. Critics, meanwhile, have warned that such a raid would likely fail and, even if it succeeded, would spark a full-pledged war and a global economic crisis.

11. Title: When Currencies Collapse: Will We Replay the 193os or the 197os?

Authors: Barry Eichengreen
Abstract: The international monetary system rests on just two currencies: the dollar and the euro. Together, they account for nearly 90% of the foreign exchange reserves held by central banks and governments. They make up nearly 80% of the value of Special Drawing Rights, the reserve asset used in transactions between the International Monetary Fund and its members. Of all debt securities denominated in a foreign currency, more than three-quarters are in dollars and euros. The two currencies together account for nearly two-thirds of all trading in foreign exchange markets worldwide. They are the essential lubricants of global trade and finance. Were they not widely accepted, the global economy could not sustain current levels of international trade and investment. Today, more than at any time in recent memory, analysts and investors are voicing doubts about the stability of the dollar and the euro and the international monetary system that depends on them.
以下是书评：

12. Title: Ideas Man: The Legacy of George F. Kennan
Authors: Nicholas Thompson
Abstract: George F. Kennan: An American Life, by John Lewis Gaddis, is reviewed.

13. Title: Poor Choices: Poverty From the Ground Level
Authors: Timothy Besley
Abstract: Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty, by Abhijit V. Banerjee and Esther Duflo, More Than Good Intentions: How a New Economics Is Helping to Solve Global Povert, by Dean Karlan and Jacob Appel and Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day, by Daryl Collins, Jonathan Morduch, Stuart Rutherford, and Orlanda Ruthven, are reviewed.

14. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Africa: Consuming the Congo: War and Conflict Minerals in the World's Deadliest Place/Congo Masquerade: The Political Culture of Aid Inefficiency and Reform Failure
Authors: Nicolas Van De Walle
Abstract: Consuming the Congo: War and Conflict Minerals in the World's Deadliest Place, by Peter Eichstaedt, and Congo Masquerade: The Political Culture of Aid Inefficiency and Reform Failure, by Theodore Trefon, are reviewed.

15. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Africa: Making War in Côte d'Ivoire
Authors: Nicolas Van De Walle
Abstract: Making War in Côte d'Ivoire, by Mike Mcgovern, is reviewed.
16. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Africa: South Africa Pushed to the Limit: The Political Economy of Change
Authors: Nicolas Van De Walle
Abstract: South Africa Pushed to the Limit: The Political Economy of Change, by Hein Marais, is reviewed.
17. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Africa: Southern Africa: Old Treacheries and New Deceits
Authors: Nicolas Van De Walle
Abstract: Southern Africa: Old Treacheries and New Deceits, by Stephen Chan, is reviewed.
18. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: America's Challenge: Engaging a Rising China in the Twenty-first Century
Authors: Andrew J Nathan
Abstract: America's Challenge: Engaging a Rising China in the Twenty-first Century,  by Michael D. Swaine, is reviewed.
19. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: Asia's Space Race: National Motivations, Regional Rivalries, and International Risks
Authors: Andrew J Nathan
Abstract: Asia's Space Race: National Motivations, Regional Rivalries, and International Risks, by James Clay Moltz, is reviewed.
20. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: Chinese Religious Life
Authors: Andrew J Nathan
Abstract: Chinese Religious Life, edited by David A. Palmer, Glenn Shive, and Philip l. Wicker, is reviewed.
21. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China
Authors: Yanzhong Huang
Abstract: Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China, by Ezra F. Vogel, is reviewed.
22. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: From Iron Rice Bowl to Informalization: Markets, Workers, and the State in a Changing China
Authors: Andrew J Nathan
Abstract: From Iron Rice Bowl to Informalization: Markets, Workers, and the State in a Changing China, edited by Sarosh Kuruvilla, Ching Lwan Lee, and Mary E. Gallagher, is reviewed.
23. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: Human Rights in Asia
Authors: Andrew J Nathan
Abstract: Human Rights in Asia, edited by Thomas W. D. Davis and Brian Galligan, is reviewed.
24. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Asia and Pacific: No Enemies, No Hatred: Selected Essays and Poems
Authors: Jerome A Cohen
Abstract: No Enemies, No Hatred: Selected Essays and Poems, by Liu Xiaobo, is reviewed.
25. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Republics: Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan, 1979-89
Authors: Robert Legvold
Abstract: Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan, 1979-89, by Rodric Braithwaite, is reviewed.
26. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Republics: Inventing the Enemy: Denunciation and Terror in Stalin's Russia
Authors: Robert Legvold
Abstract: Inventing the Enemy: Denunciation and Terror in Stalin's Russia, by Wendy Z. Goldman, is reviewed.
27. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Republics: Post-imperium: A Eurasian Story
Authors: Robert Legvold
Abstract: A Eurasian Story, by Dmitri Trenin, is reviewed.
28. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Republics: Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation
Authors: Robert Legvold
Abstract: Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation, by Donald j. Raleigh, is reviewed.
29. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Republics: The Russian Origins of the First World War
Authors: Robert Legvold
Abstract: The Russian Origins of the First World War, by Sean Mcmeekin, is reviewed.
30. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Economic, Social, and Environmental: Climate Change and Global Energy Security: Technology and Policy Options
Authors: Richard N Cooper
Abstract: Climate Change and Global Energy Security: Technology and Policy Options, by Marilyn A. Brown and Benjamin K. Sovacool, are reviewed.
31. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Economic, Social, and Environmental: Foreign Direct Investment and Development: Launching a Second Generation of Policy Research
Authors: Richard N Cooper
Abstract: Foreign Direct Investment and Development: Launching a Second Generation of Policy Research, by Theodore H. Moran, is reviewed.
32. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Economic, Social, and Environmental: Juggernaut: How Emerging Markets Are Reshaping Globalization
Authors: Richard N Cooper
Abstract: Juggernaut: How Emerging Markets Are Reshaping Globalization, by Uri Dadush and William Shaw, is reviewed.
33. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Economic, Social, and Environmental: Realeconomik: The Hidden Cause of the Great Recession (and How to Avert the Next One)
Authors: Richard N Cooper
Abstract: Realeconomik: The Hidden Cause of the Great Recession (and How to Avert the Next One), by Grigory Yavlinsky, is reviewed.
34. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Economic, Social, and Environmental: The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World
Authors: Richard N Cooper
Abstract: The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World, by Daniel Yergin, is reviewed.
35. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Middle East: Shattering Empires: The Clash and Collapse of the Ottoman and Russian Empires, 1908-1918
Authors: L Carl Brown
Abstract: Shattering Empires: The Clash and Collapse of the Ottoman and Russian Empires, 1908-1918, by Michael A. Reynolds, is reviewed.
36. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Middle East: The 9/11 Wars
Authors: L Carl Brown
Abstract: The 9/11 Wars, by Jason Burke, is reviewed.
37. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Middle East: The Crimean War: A History
Authors: L Carl Brown
Abstract: The Crimean War: A History, by Orlando Figes, is reviewed.
38. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Middle East: The Struggle for Egypt: From Nasser to Tahrir Square
Authors: L Carl Brown
Abstract: The Struggle for Egypt: From Nasser to Tahrir Square, by Steven A. Cook, is reviewed.
39. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Middle East: Troubled Triangle: The United States, Turkey, and Israel in the New Middle East
Authors: L Carl Brown
Abstract: Troubled Triangle: The United States, Turkey, and Israel in the New Middle East, edited by William B. Quandt, is reviewed.
40. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Military, Scientific, and Technological: American Force: Dangers, Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security
Authors: Lawrence D Freedman
Abstract: American Force: Dangers, Delusions, and Dilemmas in National Security, by Richard K. Betts, is reviewed.
41. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Military, Scientific, and Technological: Can Intervention Work?
Authors: Lawrence D Freedman
Abstract: Can Intervention Work? by Rory Stewart and Gerald Knaus, is reviewed.
42. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Military, Scientific, and Technological: Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform/Fixing the Facts: National Security and the Politics of Intelligence/Germ Gambits: The Bioweapons Dilemma, Iraq and Beyond
Authors: Lawrence D Freedman
Abstract: Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform, by Paul R. Pillar. Fixing the Facts: National Security and the Politics of Intelligence, by Joshua Rovner ad Germ Gambits: The Bioweapons Dilemma, Iraq and Beyond, by Amy E. Smithson, are reviewed.
43. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Political and Legal: Human Rights Activism and the End of the Cold War
Authors: G John Ikenberry
Abstract: Human Rights Activism and the End of the Cold War. by Sarah B. Snyder, is reviewed.
44. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Political and Legal: Negotiating With Evil: When to Talk to Terrorists
Authors: G John Ikenberry
Abstract: Negotiating With Evil: When to Talk to Terrorists, by Mitchell B. Reiss, is reviewed.
45. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Political and Legal: The Logic of Positive Engagement
Authors: G John Ikenberry
Abstract: The Logic of Positive Engagement, by Miroslav Nincic, is reviewed.
46. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Political and Legal: The Pseudo-Democrat's Dilemma: Why Election Monitoring Became an International Norm
Authors: G John Ikenberry
Abstract: The Pseudo-Democrat's Dilemma: Why Election Monitoring Became an International Norm, by Susan D. Hyde, is reviewed.
47. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Political and Legal: What's Left of the Left: Democrats and Social Democrats in Challenging Times
Authors: G John Ikenberry
Abstract: What's Left of the Left: Democrats and Social Democrats in Challenging Times, edited by James Cronin, George Ross, and James Shoch, are reviewed.
48. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: The United States: Hitler and America
Authors: Walter Russell Mead
Abstract: Hitler and America, by Klaus P. Fischer, is reviewed.
49. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: The United States: Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation-Building From the Founders to Obama
Authors: Walter Russell Mead
Abstract: The United States walter rus sell mead Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation- Building From the Founders to Obama, by Jeremi Suri, is reviewed.
50. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: The United States: That Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World It Invented and How We Can Come Back
Authors: Walter Russell Mead
Abstract: That Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World It Invented and How We Can Come Back, by Thomas l. Friedman and Michael Mandelbaum, is reviewed.
51. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: The United States: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History
Authors: Walter Russell Mead
Abstract: Five Chiefs: A Supreme Court Memoir, by John Paul Stevens, is reviewed.
52. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: The United States: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History
Authors: Walter Russell Mead
Abstract: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History, edited by michael kazin, is reviewed.
53. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Europe: An Honourable Englishman: The Life of Hugh Trevor-Roper
Authors: Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract: An Honourable Englishman: The Life of Hugh Trevor-Roper, by Adam Sisman, is reviewed.
54. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Europe: Immigrant Nations
Authors: Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract: Immigrant Nations, by paul scheffer, is reviewed.
55. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Europe: Mamma Mia! Berlusconi's Italy Explained for Posterity and Friends Abroad/The Liberty of Servants: Berlusconi's Italy
Authors: Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract: Mamma Mia! Berlusconi's Italy Explained for Posterity and Friends Abroad, by Beppe Severgnini, and The Liberty of Servants: Berlusconi's Italy, by Maurizio Viroli, are reviewed.
56. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Europe: Nationalism in Europe and America: Politics, Cultures, and Identities Since 1775
Authors: Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract: Nationalism in Europe and America: Politics, Cultures, and Identities Since 1775, by lloyd Kramer, is reviewed.
57. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Europe: Turkey's European Future: Behind the Scenes of America's Influence on EU-Turkey Relations
Authors: Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract: Turkey's European Future: Behind the Scenes of America's Influence on EU-Turkey Relations, by Nathalie Tocci, is reviewed.
58. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Hemisphere: Adiós Muchachos: A Memoir of the Sandinista Revolution
Authors: Richard Feinberg
Abstract: Adiós Muchachos: A Memoir of the Sandinista Revolution, by Sergio Ramírez, is reviewed.
59. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Hemisphere: Cuba Since the Revolution of 1959: A Critical Assessment
Authors: Richard Feinberg
Abstract: Cuba Since the Revolution of 1959: A Critical Assessment, by Samuel Farber, is reviewed.
60. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Hemisphere: Fixing Haiti: MINUSTAH and Beyond
Authors: Richard Feinberg
Abstract: Fixing Haiti: MINUSTAH and Beyond, edited by Jorge Heine and Andrew S. Thompson, is reviewed.
61. Title: Recent Books on International Relations: Western Hemisphere: Notas Sobre Economía Cubana
Authors: Richard Feinberg
Abstract: Notas Sobre Economía Cubana. by José luis Rodríguez García, is reviewed.
62. Title: The Strange Triumph of Liberal Democracy: Europe's Ideological Contest
Authors: Shlomo Avineri
Abstract: Contesting Democracy: Political Ideas in Twentieth-Century Europe, by Jan-Werner Muller, is reviewed.

63. Title: War No More: Why the World Has Become More Peaceful
Authors: Timothy Snyder
Abstract: The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined, by Steven Pinker, is reviewed.
